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Method:  
• Free event for participants
• Event that can be re-used and adapted.
• Active participation
• Reach as many people as possible at minimal cost
• Single day event



Science Museum Lates

• Free

• One night every month themed 
around a science-related subject.

• Attracts ~4,000 visitors over the 
course of each night.

• The average age range of visitors is 
18–35, usually young professionals.

• Fun and engaging atmosphere



29 January 2020: Medicine
Marks the launch the new Medicine 
Galleries, combining the collections of 
Henry Wellcome and the Science 
Museum.

Things to bear in mind
•Audience interaction
•Jargon free
•Humour
•Social media
•Costs
•Resources
•Health and safety

Talks: 3 x30 min. ~100- 300 people 

Drop in: stands ~ 400-600 people

Workshops: ‘Make and take’ ~500 people



Make and take session: 

Make your own organ on 
chip keyring in the kitchen



Shop front desk:
(display stand backdrop)
• Opportunity for brief 

interactions, questions etc.

The kitchen:
• Make and take area
• Make your own organ on 

chip keyring
• Allows interaction
• Gets participants thinking 

about the challenges 
involved 

• Take home item = 
continued engagement





Props to stimulate discussion

Media/ artificial blood

pH regulation

Cellular scale
Example chips



Welcome sign
Or sign pointing 
to ‘kitchen’ 
make area

Uniform: Chef with an 

organ on a chip badge? Or 
an organ on chip t-shirt 
instead?

Make area: Red check 

tablecloth could work with 
the chip shop theme. Or 
maybe a table cloth with 
chip designs printed on for 
inspiration 



• Quick
• Easy 
• Cheap
• No mess
• Customisable
• attractive

Keyring chip fabrication



Ingredients section (Collage approach)

• Different sections for different organs or components
• Images showing organ simplification to prompt design ideas
• Labels on each tub tells you about cells….



Beads for cells?

Coloured/patterned acetate for 
substrates? Can be layered and positioned as needed

Flow
Turbulent flow

Pulsatile Flow

Membranes

How to design the chips?

Patterned tape?
To represent flow and other elements.

Mini white board to arrange 
elements and draw

= Reusable, wipe clean, magnetic

Maybe add sticker for branding/to make 
square so elements fit easily/ to give space 
for keyring hole punch



Test run:
• Beads, patterned tape and pen on whiteboard.
• Photo pasted on to digital template.
• Printed, cut and heated to 150oC for 2 min



What next?

How do we incorporate:
• Social media, #myorganonachip
• Photo opportunities

Communication:
• Slack
• Emails

Volunteers needed:
• Behind the scenes: Costing, design, organising, sponsorship

• Event volunteers: front desk, ‘chiefs’, helpers

Ideas:
• How to improve the experience?
• Chip design: Is there a better way? What organs? What cells?

Legacy/ future events?


